Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 CAPET 00891 231420Z 
73 

ACTION AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 10-10 

OMB-01 /074W 

101955 

R 231250Z OCT 75 
FM AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4809 
INFO AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMCONSUL DURBAN BY POUCH 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG BY POUCH 

UNCLAS CAPE TOWN 0891 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, SF 

SUBJ: FURTHER COLORED REACTION TO LEON'S MEETING WITH 
PRIME MINISTER 

REF: CAPE TOWN 0885 

1. COMMENTING FURTHER ON HIS OCTOBER 20 MEETING WITH THE PRIME 
MINISTER, LEON TOLD THE PRESS THAT COLOREDS WERE "FRUSTRATED TO 
THE EYEBROWS" BECAUSE 

THEIR INABILITY TO ATTAIN EQUALITY WITH 

WHITES. THEY WERE NOT PREPARED TO ACCEPT A PERPETUATION OF 
THEIR PRESENT SECOND-CLASS STATUS. 

2. REFERRING TO REPORTS THAT THE PRIME MINISTER HAD BERATED 
LEON'S ASSOCIATES FOR SUPPORTING "BLACK POWER" (TO WHICH THEY 
REPORTEDLY HAD REPLIED THAT THE LABOR PARTY OPPOSED RACIAL POWER 
BUT SUPPORTED BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS) LEON SAID THAT A COLORED BLACK 
ALLIANCE WOULD BE INEVITABLE IF THE GOVERNMENT CONTINUED IN ITS 
PRESENT UNCOMPROMISING SEPARATE DEVELOPMENT POLICY. LIKE THE 
BLACKS, LEON TOLD PRESS, COLOREDS REALIZE THEIR ONLY WEAPON 

IS A SWIFT CHANGE IN DIRECTION OF THE GOVERNMDNT S RACE POLICY. 
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PROPOSAL TO THE COLORED VOTERS. THEY WOULD PROABABLY REJECT IT 
AND A STALEMENT WOULD RESULT. HE APPEALED FOR AN EXPRESSVON OF 
WHITE OPINION ON THE FUTURE OF THE COLORDS. BEFORE THAT POINT 
IS REACHED. 

4. MEANWHILE, W.J. BERGINS, LEADER OF THE FEDERAL PARTY, TOLD 
PRESS HE AND HIS ASSOCIATES WILL RESPOND POSITIVELY TO THE IDEA 
OF A CABINET COUNCIL WHEN THEY MEET WITH THE PRIME MINIUTER ON 
OCTOBER 29. HE SAID THE IMPASSE REACHED ON OCOBER 20 SHOWED THAT 
THE LABOR PARTY HAS NO POLITICAL DIRECTION OR PROGRAM AND IS NOT 
ABLE TO NEGOTIATE. BERGINS MAINTAINED THAT A CABINET COUNCIL WOULD 
GIVE THE COLOREDS MEANINGFUL POWER AND THAT COLORED LEADERS 
SHOULD SEIZE EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO NEGOTIATE WITH WHITES FOR A 
VOICE IN THEIR OWN AFFAIRS. 

5. THE PRESS ALSO REPORTS THAT AT THE OCTOBER 20 MEETING THE 
PRIME MINISTER HANDED THE CRC EXECUTIVE MEMBERS A MEMORANDUM 
THAT DISCUSSED THE PROPOSED CABINET COUNCIL AND THE REMOVAL OF 
THE "RESTRICTIONS ON THE CRC", ALL IN THE FRAMEWORK OF SEPARATE 
DEVELOPMENT. (THE MEMORANDUM APPEARS TO BE THE GOVERNMENT S 
ANSWER TO THE LIST OF 27 QUESTION LEON PRESENTED TO THE PRIME 
MINISTER ON AUGUST 18 (CAPE TOWN A-109). ACCORDING TO THE 
REGIONAL OFFICE OF THE SAG INFORMATION DEPARTMENT, MEMORANDUM 
HAS NOT BEEN RELEASED OFFICALLY AND MUST HAVE BEN LEAKED TO 
THE PRESS.) 
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